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ness for the transforming genius of the masters who
were to follow. Above all, prose, which up to that
time had been burdened with Latinized A suitable
syntax or ornamented with conceits and rose tye"
images, became more and more direct and simple, a
vehicle for the expression of argument or narrative
bearing upon the life of every day. In 1611 the Author-
ized Version of the Bible, though its beautiful style
marked the perfection of the old rather than the begin-
ning of the new, had set the example of simplicity.
During the second half of the century men began to
write prose with those qualities of naturalness and ease
which are characteristic of it in modern English. Letters
and diaries, biography and history, became a familiar
and important part of literature; and with these a prose
style developed that was suitable for the concise state-
ment of facts and the description of the realities of life.
One great book belongs to this period, which was
written by a man whom Kipling called:
" The Father of the novel,
Salvation's first Defoe."
John Bunyan was its author, and the book was The
Pilgrim's Progress.   It is not a novel, as we understand
the term;   for though its background is the    B|m
familiar life that Bunyan knew, it is, as he
said, an allegory written " in the similitude of a dream ".
His characters were fixed beforehand;   they are per-
sonifications of vices and virtues, not actually living
men and women,   Their journey, their adventures, are
predestined; there is no real development of character*